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D e a r  Marilyn: 

Thanks for sending me your paper, which I read w i t h  interest  as  usual. 
Since the data seem to be clear cut and the observations important, I 
cannot see why there should be major obstacles to publication i n  a 
journal l ike  C e l l .  Frcnn an editorial point of view, I believe I would 
favor reducing the s i z e  of the paper by resnoving the several figures 
that simply documnt the nature of the constructs. (I have caw to favor 
the idea that such information should be provided for the reviewers and 
supplied upon request to any who wish to  see it.) I think you run the 
r isk of offending same by your phrase "canting the theme" on p. 11. 
The description of our work w i t h  the 000 mutant w i l l  be inevitably 
(perhaps appropriately) obscure to mst readers. I wnder whether some 
trirraning of the manuscript would not allow you to include the other ex- 
perbents  i n  which you d e  point mutations around an AUG: it seems 
to  me t ha t  the tm sets of data ccknplment each other nicely. 

If you encounter reactions of the sort you describe, I suspect that  it 
is because the scanning &el now seems to  admit of so many mre pos- 
s ib i l i t i e s  than it was originally conceived to do. 
Fentral and testable is the notion that riboms work their way along 
rr@NAs fran 5' ends, perhaps ignoring saw AUGs or restarting a f te r  ter- 
mination codons, but not engaging by direct  assault upon internal 
positions. I think it helps to recognize that we are a l l  still striving 
to understand w h a t  mt iva tes  init iation, without placing too much em- 
phasis upon whether the rules that ultimately epnerge can be accanodated 
within sane d i f i c a t i o n  of a hypothesis that has been enomusly help- 
ful i n  the past, but m y  have outgrown its u t i l i t y  as in i t ia l ly  proposed. 

What still seems 
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You my  want to consider a f e w  new retroviral items. 
mutated the stop codon that separates 
a result, a large f i r t ion of the - src protein is now 3Kd larger than w i l d  
type. 
init iation site when spliced to fom part of the leader in src ~I?NA. 
Perry Hackett (now a t  the U. Minn. Medical School) tells m-t he has 
evidence for ini t ia t ion a t  the first of the AUG's in the RSV leader 
(ribosome protection i n  the presence of anisanycin) and perhaps a t  the 
second AUG. 
the 7 K damin but have yet to see the expected protein, though we are 
far frm exhausting the means of detection. 

Steve Hughes has 
and src AUGs in src mRNA; as 

This, of course, SUggeStS the m A U G  is still a perfectly good 

- - 

Incidently, we have raised antisera against a peptide fran 

I think the only way to deal w i t h  Paul Berg's data a b u t  r e h i t i a t i o n  is 
to ask him for a "personal cCmrmnication." H e  has described a couple of 
instances in a paper in ICB - a couple of years ago, but (characteristically) 
has been slow to w r i t e  up the rest. 

With best regards, 

Harold E. Vannus, M.D. 
Professor 
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